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Argentina's government has released an acceptance of responsibility for the July 18, 1994, bombing
of the Asociacion Mutual Israelita Argentina (AMIA), although family members of the 85 people
who died in the bombing have expressed anger and frustration that no one is in jail for the crime.
The only current court action stemming from the case is a political trial against the judge who found
five defendants not guilty for involvement in the bombing last year.

Judge Galeano accused of mishandling investigation
Federal Judge Juan Jose Galeano is in a political trial before the Consejo de la Magistura in
Buenos Aires for his role in the bungled prosecution that let five accused conspirators in the
bombing go free. Galeano made the decision to exonerate five defendants, four ex-policemen and a
businessman, accused of being accessories to the attack. The failure to convict led to a widespread
outcry, although it was not unanimous (see NotiSur, 2004-09-17).
The group Memoria Activa said that it would not want a conviction with the judicial irregularities
and investigative bungling that led to the verdict. Galeano faces 13 charges, the most serious of
which was his request to pay US$400,000 to Carlos Telledin, a car salvager who was implicated in the
bombing. The money was "recompense" for testimony against other alleged accomplices, requiring
him to say that he gave the van that was used for a car bomb to a group of Buenos Aires policemen.
Prosecutors say two videotapes show Galeano trying to arrange such a payment. The money was
to come from the State Intelligence Secretariat. The administration of former President Carlos Saul
Menem (1989-1999) ordered the payment and Judge Galeano and prosecutors taking part in the case
approved it. Galeano is facing prosecution for illegal deprivation of liberty, extortion, instigation of
perjury, and embezzlement in connection with the AMIA lawsuit. Galeano presented his resignation
to President Nestor Kirchner after the acquittal last year, but the president neither accepted it nor
rejected it, leaving the judge open to a political trial for his handling of the case.
After Kirchner's deliberate inaction, Galeano withdrew his resignation in September 2004 and began
to prepare his defense. He points to his ten years on the case and says that he is also a victim of the
state cover-up of events. He says that he is aggrieved that he is now being called a "repressor" after
he requested the capture of Chilean ex-dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet (1973-1990) and nullified
amnesty laws designed to protect Argentine repressors from the Argentine military regime (see
NotiSur, 2005-06-24).
The Consejo de la Magistura formally asked for Galeano's removal from the bench on July 15. A
decision on the accusations against him is due Aug. 3. In addition to Galeano, two former Federal
Police chiefs faced prosecution in May for losing 66 cassette tapes related to the investigation. One,
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Jorge Gelabert, went free, while the other, Carlos Castaneda, received a four-year sentence. Gelabert
was Castaneda's deputy. The tapes held some of the first conversations with Telledin.

Former investigator to reveal "cover-up"
Argentine, US, and Israeli officials have all said that Iran is to blame for the bombing a charge
Tehran denies. Menem and his government are frequently accused of responsibility for the failure to
convict anyone and allegations abound that Menem's ties to Middle Eastern governments like Syria
and Iran have prevented an effective investigation.
Criminal lawyer Claudio Lifschitz, a former investigator of the 1994 bombing and a former federal
police intelligence agent, has said he would reveal everything he knows about the terrorist attack
and the alleged cover-up.
According to Lifschitz, the Secretaria de Inteligencia del Estado (SIDE) was able to infiltrate Iranian
"sleeper cells" in Argentina months before the attack. SIDE thus found out about plans to bomb the
AMIA building, and decided to mount a "controlled operation" in which it even "provided logistical
support for the attack", with the idea of aborting it at the last moment, Lifschitz said. But things
"got out of hand," he added. Lifschitz said he got that information from "a high-level official" in the
Menem administration, whose identity and full account of events he planned to reveal in court.
Lawyer Pablo Jacoby, who represents the families of victims of the AMIA blast linked in the group
Memoria Activa, said he thinks Lifschitz's version "could be true," and noted that so far, all of the
information provided by the former investigator has proven to be accurate. "It's true that he was a
police intelligence agent, but that doesn't discredit him," said Jacoby. "On the contrary, he doesn't
deny it, and we know he qualified for the position as Galeano's chief investigator because he knew
about police intelligence matters."
Lifschitz's testimony was a key factor in the trial of the five accused accomplices last year. His
accusations against Galeano have led to new legal cases. In 2000, federal Judge Gustavo Bonadio
launched an "investigation of the investigation," examining the improper conduct and irregularities
committed by the judge and other officials. But the case made little progress. After he was
repeatedly reprimanded for failing to make progress in the investigation, Bonadio decided to
summon 37 legal and political officials to testify in court, a process that will continue until midAugust.
They include Galeano, prosecutors, several former government ministers and Lifschitz, who is now
also facing charges. "It's crazy that they're holding me responsible when I was the one who got the
investigation going in the first place," Lifschitz said.
The former agent first plans to challenge Bonadio, because of the judge's known ties to former
interior minister Carlos Corach, one of those suspected of taking part in the cover-up. "So far I have
only told 60% of what I know, because as a witness I had everyone against me. But now that I have
been summoned to testify as one of the accused, I'm going to tell all, and not as a hypothesis, but
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with concrete evidence of how the attack was carried out and how it was covered up afterwards," he
said.

Eleventh anniversary mourned, no one in jail
AMIA members and sympathizers mourned the 11th anniversary of the bombing this month. They
recalled that a rigged van loaded with 600 pounds of explosives detonated outside the AMIA on
July 18, 1994, killing 85 people and injuring about 300. The assault was the deadliest terror attack
on Argentine soil. The bombing came two years after a bombing at the Israeli Embassy killed more
than 20 people. The victims' families pointed to the contrast between the absence of results in the
AMIA investigation and the quick progress made in tracking down the culprits in terrorist attacks on
the US, Spain, and Britain.
"The investigation of the attacks on the twin towers [in New York], the Atocha subway station in
Madrid, and now the streets of London show us that clarifying the attacks is not a pipedream," said
Sergio Burstein, a relative of one of the victims of the bombing that toppled the AMIA building.
"Where there's a will, there's a way," Burstein added during the ceremony in memory of the victims.
The families gather every year on the anniversary of the blast outside the rebuilt AMIA building
in downtown Buenos Aires. President Kirchner and his wife, Sen. Cristina Fernandez, once again
attended the gathering, but did not speak at the event. In statements to the press, he said he agreed
with the speakers.
A week prior to the anniversary, Argentina's government issued the decree formally accepting
a share of the blame for the failure of investigations into the bombing of the center. President
Kirchner said that past administations had covered up facts and that the decree established a
mechanism for victims to receive compensation. The decree formalized an official declaration
of responsibility that the Argentine government made in March, before the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).
The authorities had previously rejected repeated accusations by members of Argentina's Jewish
community that the police and governments had failed to carry out a proper investigation, and of
deliberate cover-ups. The government has also pledged to implement measures designed to solve
the case and reveal evidence suppressed by the state during the investigation, La Nacion newspaper
reports. This public admission was part of the commitment assumed by the Argentine government
after a hearing before the IACHR, to which the victims' families and human rights groups had
turned, accusing the state of "denial of justice."
The recently elected president of AMIA, Luis Grynwald, asked why the case has not been solved
after 11 years. His answer to his own question was that in Argentina, "the political will" has been
lacking for years. "We are desolate, disappointed, steeped in outrage and pain," said Grynwald.
"We are deeply worried that there have been no advances at all in so many years, that there are no
new leads and that there has been no progress on the old ones." But he did point to the stance taken
by President Kirchner as a source of hope that advances may be possible.
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Kirchner also created a special prosecutor's office to investigate the AMIA bombing and had
the security archives related to the case made open to the public. While Kirchner's moves have
awakened some hope among relatives of the victims, they do not see them as sufficient to bring the
material perpetrators and the masterminds behind the attack to justice.
"Above and beyond the current government's good will, the recognition that the state was guilty
does not suffice," said Grynwald in the memorial ceremony. "We want to know the whole truth
about who planned and carried out the attacks."
Burstein called the July 12 declaration by the government too broad. "The word 'state' is very broad
and not everyone in it was an accomplice. We want the names of those who were responsible,"
he said, angrily mentioning Menem, former interim president Eduardo Duhalde (2001-2003), and
several ministers from their governments. Burstein referred to the officials accused of a coverup, who are under investigation by the courts, as a "filthy band" of "opportunists, traitors, liars,
accomplices," and described Judge Galeano as a "despicable scoundrel."

New investigating judge sees some "hope"
The investigation is now in the hands of prosecuting Judge Rodolfo Canicoba Corral, and it points
in the direction of members of the pro-Iranian Lebanese militia Hezbollah, which also has support
from Syria, and diplomats from Iran, who are facing arrest warrants issued in connection with the
case nearly a decade ago.
Canicoba Corral said in a radio interview that "one can maintain hope" for finding the authors of the
crime, although it is "complicated" to detain, try and sentence them, particularly in an international
context.

-- End --
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